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A Growing Experience
in Faith, Discipleship and Ministry

Dear Friends in Christ:

There is a powerful verse in I Thessalonians 5:19
"QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT!" I knew from the beginning that I
must personally reckon with these words. God gives His Holy
Spirit to those who believe, and the personal, living Spirit
of God dwelling in each of us insists on being free to control
our lives. Such a deniel of freedom leads to the disruption
of our relationship with our Lord, and a lack of power in
in our Christian experience.

The same is true of the Church. God offers His Spirit
to a people called by His name, and expects that they will
enjoy the '..FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. (Gal. 5:22) When this does
not occur, it is clear that His people have not heard the words:
"DO NOT PUT OUT THE SPIRIT'S FIRE." (I Thess. 5:19 NIV) The
challenge, then, is to pay heed to Paul's words.

"DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOUR BODY IS THE TEMPLE OF

THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS IN YOU, WHOM YOU HAVE FROM
GOD, AND YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN. FOR YOU WERE BOUGHT
AT A PRICE, THEREFORE GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY AND
IN YOUR SPIRIT WHICH ARE GOD'S" (I Cor. 6:19-20)

And so, God speaks to us both as individuals, and as
the Church. Over the years, I have had to wrestle with these
verses. God has reminded me that I have too often stilled
the voice of the Holy Spirit, and so have been troubled.
There is no joy when one quenches the voice of God's Spirit,
there is only frustration and failure. Are you listening,
are you allowing the Holy Spirit to have His way with you,
are we truly seeking His leading in our church fellowship?
One saint has written:

"The voice of the Spirit is as gentle as a
zephyr, so gentle that unless you are living
in perfect communion with God you will never
hear it.

May we seek such communion, and may the Holy Spirit lead
us along the way!
Love in Christ,







